What's the issue?
Newfoundland and Labrador, like many other Canadian provinces, has a difficult time finding primary care doctors to practise in rural communities. It has historically relied on international medical graduates (IMGs) to serve in these areas. Today's newly trained doctors seem to be more mobile than earlier generations of doctors. After securing their full medical license, many of the doctors in our study appeared to sample different communities in an effort to decide where they want to practise.
Our study focused on the impact of provisional licensing on retention of family doctors, so the findings do not necessarily apply to specialists. Because our data did not include practice addresses for doctors, we could not determine which ones were working in rural areas, whether those doctors who stayed in Newfoundland and Labrador moved within the province, or whether IMGs moved to an urban centre after they got their full license. 
